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30 January 2017
Dear Simon

Certification work for Tewkesbury Borough Council for year ended 31 March 2016

We are required to certify the Housing Benefit subsidy claim submitted by Tewkesbury
Borough Council (‘the Council’). This certification typically takes place six to nine months
after the claim period and represents a final, but important, patt of the process to confitm the
Council's entitlement to funding.

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 gave the Secretary of State powet to transfer
Audit Commission responsibilities to other bodies. Public Sector Audit Appointments
(PSAA) have taken on the transitional responsibilities for HB COUNT issued by the Audit
Commission in February 2015.

We have certified the Housing Benefit subsidy claim for the financial year 2015/16 telating to
expenditure of £18.7 million. Further details of the claim certified is set out in Appendix A.

There were issues arising from our certification work which we wish to highlight for yout
attention. We are satisfied that the Council has appropriate arrangements to compile a
complete, accurate and timely claims for audit cettification.

The indicative fee for 2015/16 for the Council is based on the final 2013/14 certification
fees, reflecting the amount of work required by the auditor to cettify the Housing Benefit
subsidy claim that year. The indicative scale fee set by the Audit Commission for the Council
for 2015/16 is £9,110. This is set out in mote detail in Appendix B.

Yours sincerely

WWO«\j

For Grant Thornton UK LLP

Chartered Accountants

Grant Thornton UK LLP is a limited fiability partnership registered in England and Wales: No.OC307742. Registered offica: Grant Thotntan House, Melton Srest, Euston Square, London NW1 2EP,
Alist of members is available from our registered office. Grant Thornton UK LLP is authorised and regufated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Grant Thornlon UK LLP is a member firm of Grant Thonton Inlernational Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and the member firms are not a worldwide parinership. Services are delivered by the member firms, GTIL and
its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate, one another and are not liable for one another's acts or omissions. Please see grantthornton.co.uk for further detalls.



Appendix A - Details of claims and returns certified for 2015/16

Claim or Value Amended? | Amendment | Qualified? | Comments

return )

Housing 18,680,441 Yes 1,169 Yes e Due to a small number of
benefits errors, and in line with

subsidy claim

DwP guidance, the claim
has been qualified for the
third year in a row. There
is no materiality applied
to certification claims and
therefore all errors require
reporting to DwP. Similar
matters were highlighted
this year to those in
ptevious yeats.

e 10 etrors, from 40 cases
reviewed, were identified
in cell 113 whete
overpayments classed as
LA etror were confirmed
as claimant etror requiring
extrapolation.

e 7 errors, from 40 cases
teviewed, were identified
in cell 102 where claimant
earned income had been
incorrectly calculated
requiting extrapolation.

e Two errors were found in
cell 12 through the
incorrect application of
the broad rental market
area and therefore
incorrect application of
reat cap. 100% testing of
the population was
undertaken and the claim
amended accordingly.




Appendix B: Fees for 2015/16 certification wotk

Claim or return | 2013/14 | 2015/16 2015/16 Variance Explanation for variances
fee (£) | indicative | actualfee | (£)
fee (f) | (D)
Housing benefits | 13,100 9,110 9,110 n/a
subsidy claim
(BENO1)
Total 13,100 9,110 9,110 n/a






